2I                      THE  TWO  CONSTITUTIONS

who had sat in any of the Parliaments of Charles II.
As a result of the issue of these writs, bodies of elected
representatives met in trie capital. They were not
parliaments because they had not been summoned by
the Crown. They were special assemblies and the
name "convention*' was borrowed for them from
ecclesiastical procedure. But as they did the work of
parliaments, and as they declared themselves to be as
good as parliaments, they are known in English his-
tory as convention parliaments. Both dealt with the
emergency that had called them into being, the one
by restoring the monarchy and the other by defining
its powers. The restoration was accomplished once
and for all, but as the relations of Crown to parlia-
ment were a continuing business the Bill of Rights
(1702) passed by the convention parliament of 1689
was re-enacted by its constitutionally summbned suc-
cessor.

Since the end of the seventeenth century political
conditions in England have not made it necessary to
call together another convention. But the precedents
are available and could be invoked if required, just as
the precedent of Queen Anne's special creation of
Been in 1713 to pass the Treaty of Utrecht was in-
voked to justify a special creation of Peers, should it
have proved necessary, by William IV to pass the
Reform Bill of i83z. The machinery is there and it
is die sort of machinery that does not get rusty for
lack of use.

On the other side of the Atlantic the machinery for
dsc summons of a convention was not required until